1833                                SICILY                                309
To ma MOTHER.
February 28, 1833.
Wo leave Naples for Rome to-morrow morning. You Tnay send me 1 otters directed cither to Naples, to Mr. Gates, 70 Vicolo .Vre.ddo, or to Koine, till just after the Oriel election, which is April 12 ; a letter will got to me by May 2 at Homo or Naples on my return (please God) from Sicily homeward. I suppose I shall got to England by the beginning of June.
We returned yesterday from Prcstum. We have not achieved Vesuvius. To return to Sicily.
I left Jemima, without an account of the condition of tho lower classes in Sicily. I will now give you a traveller's description, which is proverbially superficial. The mixture of grandeur and dirt in the towns is indescribable, and to an. Englishman incomprehensible. There, at Naples and at Palermo and Messina, tho beggars are fearful, both in their appearance and their importunity. One fellow at Messina stuck by us for two hours. At Palermo they have beats; here at Naples their horribloness has most struck mo : at Palermo their dirt and squalid ness. Oh, the miserable creatures wo saw in Sicily ! I never knew what human suffering was be-fore. Children and youths who look as if they did not know what fresh air was, though they must have had it in plenty—well, what water was—with features sunk, contracted with perpetual dirt, as if dirt was their food. The towns of ParUmioo and Alcamo are masses of lilth; the street is a pool; but (Jalatalhni, where wo slept 1—I dare not mention facts. Suffice it to say, wo found the poor children of tho house slept in holes dug into tho wall, which smelt not like a dog-kennel, but like a wild beast's cage, almost overpowering us in the room upstairs. I have no sleep all night from insects of prey; but this was a slight evil. The misery is increased from the custom of having tho stable on the ground floor and the kitchen on the first. The dwelling is on. tho second floor. Yeb it is pleasing to discern a better seeming class amid the misery ; even at Alcamo there were tidy clean-looking women, ana outside tho towns much washing was going on. A great number of the Sicilians and Calabrians we hav© seen, are a striking and bright-looking race—regular features and very intelligent, Sparkling eyes, brownish skins,ities vaunting ia the security of their Ktrongholds. What ft great but ungodly sight was this place in UK glory ! and then its history j to say nothing of Virgil's ftclicmH. Hero it was that Nicias came ; this was tile ally of Athena ; what a Htrango place I How did people take it into their huada to plant themselves hero? At length we turneddrivw, by half-fuwt. un«. I now tH-jjin l»» tin-denttaml how Hicily wati ft eorn wmtitry, not, «n««'ly in vult»* mid plains, but up 8h»j«.»n of long hills whirh ar« (>ultiv«ktt>d up to the top, and in tho uudttt of rwsk** atul |ttt«i|»it,««s dt«s««t»t«. * »Jf»«ir«,'d back my sistc
